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From Mauthausen to the Moon 

By Armand A. Lakner 

 
New Historical Fiction Release follows the daring exploits of a spy who falls in love 

with the daughter of a Nazi SS Major 
 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Readers on the lookout for riveting thrillers laced with history are about to experience an engaging odyssey 

imagined by 

Dr. Armand A. Lakner as Xlibris proudly releases his new book From Mauthausen to the Moon. 

 

From Mauthausen to the Moon is a fictionalized account of real-life experience and actual historical events that 

occurred before, during, and after WWII. Readers will meet Alfred Hammer, a Jewish man who becomes the 

chief scientist for NASA’s Apollo lunar landing missions after he has endured incredible torture as a slave 

laborer in Mauthausen, a savage Nazi extermination camp. His interest in space leads him to work and interact 

with prominent Nazi German rocket scientists. While hiding his identity and background, he contributes to the 

development of the deadly V1 and V2 rockets at the German Rocket Research Center (GRRC) in Peenemünde, 

Germany, while spying for the Allies.  

 

Along the way, he nurtures an intimate relationship with Gertrud, the daughter of Dr. Wernick von Brown, the 

Nazi SS major and director of the GRRC.  She becomes his spying accomplice by revealing secret scientific 

rocket developmental information to the British Secret Intelligence Service in London. Things become tense 

when Gertrud and Alfred are discovered and arrested by the German secret police. Alfred is deported to the 

Mauthausen (Vernichtungslager) Extermination Camp while Gertrud is interned to Dachau concentration camp. 

 

For more information about this compelling read, log on to www.Xlibris.com. 

 

About the Author  

Armand A. Lakner 

Following a decade of NASA service as manager of the Apollo Service and Command Modules reliability 

effort, Dr. Armand Lakner was invited by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to implement the corrective 

actions resulting from the Three Mile Island nuclear accident. Subsequently, he joined The American 

Technology, Inc. as President and CEO. He is an internationally published scientist, a co-author with a Nobel 

Prize Laureate and a survivor of Nazi concentration camps, including Mauthausen.  

Dr. Lakner lives with his wife, an artist, in Potomac, Maryland, and Fenwick Island, Delaware. 
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